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The Proclamation 

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School‘s student newspa-
per. It is dedicated to bring you news, features, arts, sports, editori-
als, and more. Opinions and viewpoint stated in The Proclamation 
are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of the Proclamation 
or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty advi-
sor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. 
The Proclamation is an open forum publication, and its mission 
and policy is to encourage student expression. Viewpoints, includ-
ing that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are wel-
comed. Students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the 
publication of which is subject to approval by the faculty advisor 
and editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are sub-
ject to being edited for length, clarity, and appropriate language.
  

Faculty Advisor:    James P. Brochin 
Editor-in-chief:    Jiayi Ying  
Managing Editor:   Edgar Pliaskis 
News Editor:    Jiayi Ying 
Features Editor:   Janet Yi 
Copy Editors:   Noor Al-Samarrai, Ina Staklo 
Sports Editor:    Catalina Brennan 
Photo Editors:    Michael Soukkhoumalay 
Production/Design Editors:  Jiayi Ying, Michael  
   Soukkhoumalay, Noor Al-Samarrai 
Business/Advertising:   Edgar Pliaskis 

Staff and Contributors: Natavia Mclean, John Branch, Terrencia 
Lee, Kristal Concepcion, Andrei Amatuni, Robert Kinney, Ina 
Staklo, Christina Leite, Rachel Markey, Brittany Galarza, Daquan 
Sanders, Joshua Saunders, Shelby Blumell, Oumara Kamara, Lis-
sette Baez, Shaniece Joiner, Jessica McFadden, Michelle Valentin, 
Emanuel Vasquez, Lea Winter, Brasleen Echevarria, Maria Con-
cepcion, Maireny Jose, Faith Kim, Jermaine Brookshire, Jon Ro-
sofsky.

A “Newyorican” on the Court? 
BY NATAVIA MCLEAN  
Dear Editor, 
 Sonia Sotomayor is a Puerto Rican woman who has 

been selected by our current president, Barack Obama, to be 

a justice for the Supreme Court. Sotomayor inspires me so 

much. When I read about her history, it just amazed me. 

Many people would hold themselves back because of their 

race or gender, but she fought and broke down the barriers. 

Dear Editor, 
BY JOHN BRANCH 

While Sonia Sotomayor is not a surprising pick for 

Barack Obama, she is one that will go down in history. In 

United States‘ history, only a handful of judges who aren‘t 

white men have been picked. Being a white male, this isn‘t 

exactly an emotional milestone for me–but I‘m happy that 

the diversity in the Supreme Court is increasing. I have no 

doubt that Sotomayor is qualified to be a judge–she gradu-

ated summa cum laude from Princeton, and then went to 

Yale Law School. Even though she doesn‘t change the ideo-

logical makeup of the Court (Souter, the retiring justice, was 

also a liberal), it‘s good to have a new, progressive judge. I 

share my general ideology with Sotomayor, and agree with 

her on many controversial issues.  

OPINION  
An Open Letter 

 Wilbur Cross students (especially seniors!)—this letter is for you.     While flipping through the pages of this paper, you may find yourself wondering what old photos of teachers, interviews 

of graduating seniors, letters to prison inmates, and a Supreme Court Justice nomination have in common. Leaving the strict regu-

lation and sheltered organization of Wilbur Cross High School‘s halls, you may find yourself questioning where you will go in 

life, what you will do when choices about how to spend your time become your own. As you've wandered these halls over the 

years, you may have found yourself questioning the order and sanctity of your lives; you may have wondered how to stay sane 

amid the toiling turmoil of your worlds. But the knowledge you have acquired in your years here—social as well as academic—

will continue to enrich you, to serve as lessons you can carry for the rest of your lives.    Let this paper offer you the truth and inspiration you need in order to know that you can grasp the world and all the trou-

bles it throws at you by the horns, that you have the supreme strength to persevere and live through anything. Despite her father's 

early death, illness, and a tough life in the Bronx, Sonia Sotomayor was able to push herself hard enough to a position in which she 

would be able to affect vast change for those living lives like her own, as well as millions of others in the United States; the teach-

ers at Wilbur Cross have chosen to use their lives in service of our own.   These pages attest to what you have accomplished. Graduating from high school is no easy feat, and is a huge step to 

achieve in your life journey. All that awaits you is the guarantee that you can do and be more than you have before. And while this 

infinite possibility may be frightening, it is also full of promise—and there‘s nothing scary about that.    
 Before we say goodbye, we‘d like to leave you with some words of wisdom from Conan O‘Brien: ―If you can laugh at 

yourself loud and hard every time you fall, people will think you‘re drunk.‖ Our dreams and our callings are subject to change, and 

these permutations of desire, these adaptations to a shifting world, are to be embraced. Possess confidence in yourself and your 

abilities. Criticisms are painful, but they serve as important lessons. They are necessary in growth and allow you to stay true to 

yourself. It is fine, necessary even, to make blunders, to fall down, to make a mess—as long as you remember that even if your life 

doesn‘t always go your way, it‘s still yours to live. Congratulations, and good luck. Live long and prosper.    
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  Sotomayor‘s nomination inevitably comes with con-

troversy. The New Haven firefighter case is one such cause, as 

Sotomayor has received lots of criticism from the media in her 

handling of the case. Former senator Tom Tancredo (who is 

known to be a bit ―out there‖) has gone as far as to accuse Ms. 

Sotomayor of racism. Still, despite the criticism she has re-

ceived, it‘s unlikely that she will face any opposition, and it‘s 

almost certain that she will be confirmed by the Senate. I be-

lieve that she‘s a very competent and qualified judge who will 

be a good addition to the Supreme Court. I look forward to see-

ing the decisions that she will make and the effect it will have 

on the Court. While I hope that she remains balanced and dedi-

cated to the Constitution, I‘m glad that Obama chose a judge 

with a liberal slant. 

Dear Editor, 
BY TERRENCIA LEE 

 In most cases, it‘s hard to rise from the ―ghetto‖ to the 

great. In other cases, people rise above their pasts live up to 

their futures. Appellate judge Sonia Sotomayor is a prime ex-

ample of someone from the bottom making it to the top. As a 

child, her dream was to become a judge, and with the inspira-

tion of Perry Mason, she did become one. Looking back at So-

tomayor‘s childhood, you will find that she has been dealing 

with diabetes since the age of eight and lost her father at the age 

of nine. She didn‘t let this hold her back though, and someday I 

would like to do the same. According to administration offi-

cials, Sotomayor would bring more judicial experience to the 

Supreme Court. I think she would be a great replacement for 

David Souter, based on her educational achievements, her 

unique experience and potential. As a graduate from Princeton 

University and Yale Law School, her educational level is far 

above average, and she has been appointed by one of the most 

historic presidents. This type of recognition is a great honor. 

Sonia Sotomayor was appointed by President George H. W. 

Bush to the U.S. District Court in 1992, and to the Second Cir-

cuit by President Bill Clinton in 1997. Such achievements from 

a rising female who suffered a lot in her childhood are very 

inspirational. Someday, I hope to be just like her. 

Querido Editor,  
BY KRISTAL CONCEPCION 

 La primera mujer hispana, nominada para Jueza de la 

Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos. Yo, como mujer puertor-

riqueña, estoy doblemente orgullosa por ella, haber logrado ese 

triunfo. Ya que es una mujer sumamente humilde. Y sus padres 

son puertorriqueños de una pequeña isla del encando que es 

Puerto Rico. Yo, como otras personas puertorriqueñas, se que 

ella hará su trabajo con mucha honestidad y mucho esfuerzo. 

No solamente yo y el pueblo latino está orgulloso por ella si no 

ella tambien ya que tuvo todos nuestros votos a su favor. Y 

también tendrá todo nuestro apoyo latino y nuestra compren-

sión para que siga hacia adelante y cada dia más se sienta orgul-

losa de ser una mujer de padres puertorriqueños.  

War and Profit   
BY ANDREI AMATUNI  
  
 Simplistic reasoning, coupled with absolutist dogma, 

lays the groundwork for a frail, broken, and oppressive regime 

– in this case, the regime of George W. Bush. The Bush ad-

ministration has shown us the far-reaching arm of the govern-

ment. They have shown us how they can tap into our most inti-

mate conversations. They have shown their willingness to tear 

up the Bill of Rights. They have shown us how they can make 

a profit as an American soldier lies on the side of a street, bro-

ken, feeling the breath of life escaping him. They made a profit 

as an Iraqi mother picked up pieces of her children from the 

rubble that was once her modest home. They made a profit 

while torturing an old 

man until his remaining 

days were spent, bleed-

ing to death in his son‘s 

arms, locked in a cage. 

Of course, profit is a 

function of time. As time 

progresses, a company 

aggregates more reve-

nue. As long as there is a 

battle to be fought, then 

there is business for Hal-

liburton (Dick Cheney), 

QinetiQ (George Ten-

net), Vinnell (George W. 

Bush/Saudi Royal Fam-

ily), and The Carlyle 

Group (Stephen L. Nor-

ris). Let the bombs fall. 

Let the bullets sail. Let fuel flow. Don‘t lose any sleep, it was 

all produced and supplied to you by our good friends in office, 

paid for by the Chinese, soon to be inherited by your children. 

So what consequence does this hold for the subject of torture? 

War is war, isn‘t it?  We were warned of the military-industrial 

complex by the late Eisenhower; so what are we suddenly so 

sour about?   

 Testimony by an FBI interrogator revealed the conse-

quences of torture. While testifying before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee on the use of torture, Ali Soufan stated that the 

―harsh interrogation techniques‖ used by the CIA were 

"ineffective, slow and unreliable, and as a result harmful to our 

efforts to defeat al-Qaida.‖ This was after he had successfully 

obtained information through the use of much lighter interroga-

tion techniques. The CIA came in, disregarded all progress that 

was made with this detainee, and proceeded to abuse him. Ac-

cording to Ali Soufan, this torture conducted by CIA officials 

caused the detainee to cease all cooperation and to totally shut 

down. Another result of this sort of ―interrogation‖ is that it 

builds an incredible anti-American sentiment among the popu-

lous of the region in which we are fighting two wars. The con-

tinuation of an armed insurrection and the resulting retaliation 

that comes along with it is integral to the businesses that trust 
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 their livelihood to the continuation of a conflict.   

 Let‘s meander past the political nonsense and just say 

that the United States government committed acts of torture 

occurring on or around the dates of October 7, 2001-2006. The 

United States violated international law as enumerated in the 

United Nations Convention Against Torture, Articles 17, 87, 

and 130 of the Geneva Conventions, and Articles 7, 8, and 55 

of the Rome Statutes. The United States did something wrong. 

It doesn‘t mean we‘re bad people, it just means we have to 

learn from our mistakes. So gosh darn it, what are the punish-

ments that are tied to our judicial foibles? Well, before we get 

down to the nitty-gritty, let‘s review the facts:  

 Torture? Yes.   

 Death resulting from this torture in any cases? Yes.  

 According to U.S.C Title 18 § 2340A, ―if death results 

to any person from conduct prohibited by this subsection, shall 

be punished by death or imprisoned for any term of years or for 

life.‖ There is your answer. There is the cold black ink that 

lines the pages of our national law. We have codified our laws, 

explicated our sentencing, and now we must carry out these 

actions in due process. Don‘t let a politician tell you that torture 

worked. Don‘t let anyone tell you that we‘re safer because we 

tortured. I robbed a bank and killed two of the clerks, but I gave 

the money to charity, so it‘s fine. Don‘t let yourself become 

subject to inane political claptrap. Take a stand against this 

stain on American character, because now what do the Iraqis 

and the Afghans and the Iranians and the rest of the world see 

when they look at us? I only know what I see; I see a country 

that was run by criminals who salivated at the thought of the 

cash cow that was Iraq, who ignored international law with 

their unilateral invasion of two sovereign countries, and then 

continued to tear apart the fabric of honor, morality, and ethics 

upon which this country took its first steps. We were founded 

by men plagued by tyranny and hegemony. Do not let this 

country be swallowed by the deep and nefarious hole into 

which we have already charted a path. Do not let this country 

go there (providing we are not already entrenched). We cannot 

dig our way out of it. We must put down our shovels, and start 

climbing. Start climbing, and start prosecutions.  

 

  If Ronny Were in Charge   
BY ROBERT KINNEY, JOHN BRANCH 

 As a security guard at Wilbur Cross, Ronny Rosario has 

seen plenty of unmotivated students come in and struggle to get 

through high school. Wanting to lend a hand to those students, 

Ronny had an idea – why not 

help prepare lower-level students 

with a school exclusively for 9th 

graders? Ronny‘s theory is that 

students struggle because their 

middle schools have not suffi-

ciently prepared them for high 

school. His school‘s level would 

be between middle and high 

school and would run from 8:30 

to 4:30, perfecting skills in the 

four core subjects – math, sci-

ence, English, and history. The 

last hour of the day would be 

spent on CAPT preparation. To 

ensure that the students are ready 

for high school, they have to be approved by their guidance 

counselors. If they are not ready for the high school level, they 

will stay back in preparatory school.  This idea may seem impos-

sible to accomplish, but it‘s worth going after.  

 

Robert’s opinion:  

 This is a wonderful idea. There are many students who 

need more attention and therefore need to be separated from 

those who are more advanced. It is not fair to others when teach-

ers have to slow down the class in order to review information 

that has already been taught in previous years. I think that if eve-

ryone works, learns, and understands at different levels, then 

schools should reflect that and adapt to these differences. If a 

student doesn‘t take his education seriously, keep him right in 

Ronny‘s preparation program until he cares. That way, our stu-

dents will be where they belong!   

 

John’s opinion:  

 Though it may never be implemented, the validity of 

Ronny‘s idea should definitely be considered. The truth is that 

many students coming into Cross don‘t know how to handle the 

demands of high school, or they just don‘t want to. While the 

new school wouldn‘t necessarily be able to help everyone who 

needed it, it could turn the lives of many students around, and 

could send students who never would have dreamed of pursuing 

a higher education to college. Furthermore, preparing students to 

take the CAPT for an hour and a half each day would benefit 

both the students and the school system as school funding and 

students' futures heavily depend on test scores these days.  
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Fighting Fires and Inequality  
BY INA STAKLO 

The United States Supreme Court accepts only about 

80 out of every 10,000 petitions for cases to be heard. Taking a 

case to the Supreme Court is either a sign a case‘s the intense 

importance or the desperation on the parts of the people pre-

senting it to be heard. In the case of the New Haven firefighters, 

one might argue that it is both.  

 In order to move up the hierarchal ladder, New Haven 

firefighters are required to take a test measuring their abilities 

in the field. These are later compared to the criteria necessary to 

become a higher-ranking officer. In November and December 

of 2003, this test was administered to applicants for seven Cap-

tain vacancies and eight Lieutenant vacancies.   

 The test was examined by IO Solutions, a testing firm 

designated specifically to 

eliminate racial bias. There 

were 25 white, eight black 

and eight Hispanic indi-

viduals applying for the 

Captain position, and 43 

white, 18 black and 16 

Hispanic individuals apply-

ing for the Lieutenant posi-

tion. The test results re-

vealed that there was prac-

tically no chance of minori-

ties being chosen for the 

positions. 14 out of the 15 

top scorers were white. 

One was Hispanic. No 

blacks were among the top 

fifteen.  

 The department 

requires a ―rule of three‖ to 

be implemented in promo-

tion, which states that pro-

moted individuals must be 

selected from the top three existing or remaining scorers on the 

test.  

 The results of the test were deemed discriminatory, 

and were subsequently ignored. The individuals due for promo-

tion were not promoted.  

 In a case known as Ricci vs. DeStefano, the firefighters 

due for promotion stated that their case was one of reverse dis-

crimination. Their appeal was denied in both the District Court 

and the Second U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Interestingly, 

Supreme Court Justice nominee Sonya Sotomayor voted with 

the majority at the Circuit Court, in a one-paragraph decision 

which merely approved the District Court‘s decision.  The fire-

fighters argued their case at the Supreme Court in April and are 

now awaiting a response. If the Supreme Court chooses to ex-

amine the case, the issue of reverse discrimination will be in the 

national spotlight. This has long been a touchy issue, mainly 

due to its direct conflict with movements for integration and 

affirmative action. 

  NEWS 
Obama Chooses Sotomayor   

BY ROBERT KINNEY   

Sonia Sotomayor, a Second Circuit Court of Appeals 

judge, has been chosen to replace Supreme Court Justice David 

Souter. Her morals, character, and experience have grabbed 

President Obama‘s attention and landed her a chance at a spot 

on the Supreme Court.   

 Sotomayor was born in the Bronx in 1954. She has 

battled diabetes since the age of eight, and lost her father 

around the same time. Despite these obstacles, she stayed de-

termined, and graduated summa cum laude from Princeton 

University, earning her 

Bachelor‘s degree in 

1976. At Princeton, So-

tomayor specialized in 

intellectual property. She 

later earned her Jurispru-

dence doctorate degree 

in 1979 from Yale Law 

School and worked as an 

Assistant District Attor-

ney in the New York 

County district. So-

tomayor also ran a pri-

vate practice in New 

York from 1984 to 1992. 

  

 Her experiences 

and previous jobs make 

her an ideal candidate for 

the position of Supreme 

Court Justice. Some de-

scribe her personality as 

demanding and thought-

ful, while others describe her as pragmatic and determined. ―I 

think she sees the law as an instrument that can accomplish the 

same thing for other people, a system that, if administered 

fairly, can give everyone the fair break they deserve, regardless 

of who they are,‖ a former clerk said of Sotomayor.   

 Sotomayor is pro-choice and supports same-sex mar-

riage. Her Catholicism is another possible source of contro-

versy, although it will help raise her levels of support from the 

largely unrepresented American Catholic community. She 

helped African Americans by prohibiting the KKK from wear-

ing white masks in public. Being a Catholic Latina from a poor 

neighborhood, she has accomplished a great deal and can be 

viewed as an indubitable source of inspiration for contempo-

rary Hispanic women. Perhaps the most interesting part of her 

confirmation hearing will be how she explains her ruling (as a 

2d Circuit Court of Appeals Judge) in favor of the City of New 

Haven in the now infamous reverse discrimination case 

brought by New Haven firefighters.   
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Juniors Get Inducted Into National 
Honor Society   
BY MICHAEL SOUKKHOUMALAY 

On May 28, 2009, 38 Wilbur Cross students were in-

ducted into the National Honor Society. The ceremony began 

with Ms. Giannopoulos welcoming everyone, followed by 

speeches about the birth of the National Honor Society. Junior 

Fani Meyerson played ―A River Flows in You,‖ by Yiruma on 

the piano to signify the start of the ceremony. Graduating mem-

bers then spoke about the four qualities of a National Honor 

Society student: leadership, service, scholarship and character. 

Dr. Imma Canelli, the Assistant Superintendent of New Haven 

Public Schools, gave a speech congratulating the students and 

their parents on their success.   

  

The 2009 National Honor Society Inductees are:  

Amatuni, Andrei 

Avni Singer, Nati 

Barbosa, Alanna 

Beach, Natalie 

Bogorov, Esther 

Bryan, Erica 

Charlesworth, Brandon 

Chen, Si Run 

Dillon, Charlotte 

Duff, Risa  

Edelstein, Kiran  

Gorski, Jacob  

Guan, Ziqiang 

Hoffer-Schaefer, Theodor 

Hossin, Tamanna 

Kafoglis, Benjamin  

Lasala-Goettler, Anna 

Lifset, Hannah  

Linger, Anastasia  

Meyerson, Fan  

Nixon, Bridget  

Nyandekwe, Gisele 

O‘Brien-Udry, Cleo  

Pauker, Laina 

Pliaskis, Edgaras 

Pritchard, Marion  

Randall, Christine  

Randall, Kimberly  

Schmitz, Zachary  

Schneider, Katy 

Soukkhoumalay, Michael 

Strom, Harrison 

Taylor, Adam  

Vigiotti, Mackenzie  

Visochek, Allan  

Wieser, Ariel  

Wetmore, Georgia 

Ying, Jiayi  

Students Create Holocaust Exhibit 
at Wilbur Cross  
BY CHRISTINA LEITE, RACHEL MARKEY, BRITTANY  

GALARZA   

PHOTOS BY DAQUAN SANDERS, JOSHUA SAUNDERS  

“One lesson that I learned was that humans can be the mean-

est animals.” – Anthony Garzon  

 

 The visions were not aesthetically pleasing, but eyes 

flew open. On Tuesday, June 2nd, 2009, the Wilbur Cross audi-

torium stage was crowded with projects displaying different 

aspects of the 

Shoah, better 

known as the 

Holocaust. To 

enter the ex-

hibit, you had 

to pass through 

a replica of the 

gate at Ausch-

witz, the larg-

est Nazi death 

c a m p  i n 

WWII, that 

bore the phrase 

―Arbeit Macht 

F r e i , ‖  o r , 

―Work Makes You Free.‖ This was the lie that Nazis told those 

who were worked, gasses, starved and beaten to death. The first 

thing you noticed were the felt badges on everybody‘s chest. 

Each represented the groups of people that once had to wear 

them – gypsies, homosexuals, disabled people, immigrants and 

Jews. There was a change in the atmosphere, too; you felt as 

though you were the one walking through the actual camps. 

You instantly felt the lie that inmates were told – ironic on all 

levels because the work was intended to make one die, and 

freedom was never an option.  

 The exhibit was all set up by Ms. Sadick-Brown‘s 

classes. Every year, Sadick-Brown teaches an extensive unit on 

the Holo-

caust as a 

component 

of her Eng-

lish class. 

S t u d e n t s 

resear ched 

the many 

areas of the 

Holocaust , 

i n c l u d i n g 

children in 

co ncent r a -

tion camps, Josef Mengele, the ghettos, the musicians in the 

camps, and the means of identifying the prisoners. When asked 

about why she is so passionate about this topic, Sadick-Brown 
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 replied, ―My interest in this is because I am Jewish. I grew up 

hearing about some of my family escaping and their experi-

ences. Also, my best friend was born in a concentration camp.‖ 

 The exhibit showed how six million people lived the 

last few days, weeks, months and even years of their lives. It 

clearly conveyed that history should never repeat itself. 

Law Day Comes to Wilbur Cross  
BY SHELBY BLUMELL 

On April 30th, 2009 Wilbur Cross High School held a 

special event called Law Day. This day was dedicated to ac-

knowledge lawyers, attorneys, public defenders, and others in 

law. Guests talked to students about the perks of their jobs. They 

also informed stu-

dents about the rights 

that teenagers have.

 One attorney 

spoke to a class about 

domestic violence. 

She urged students to 

always report cases of 

violence or abuse at 

home because people 

can end up getting 

hurt or killed.  

 Erin Shaffer 

spoke to students 

about teenage rights, 

warrants, sexual ac-

tivity at the right age, 

and successful young 

adults. She explained 

the rights that teenag-

ers have, one of them being the choice of emancipation from 

parents.   

 Law Day was a very informative and helpful event that 

introduced and helped students understand their rights.  

TECH NEWS 
Apple Tree Fixes Bad Apples  
BY EDGAR PLIASKIS  
 

 Just recently, Apple decided to acknowledge the fact 

that there are small cracks on the older, plastic versions of Ap-

ple Mac Books. There are generally a couple places where such 

cracks  appear – on the top of the notebook, and around the 

track pad. Other cracks are 

being disregarded in terms of 

design mistakes.   

 To take care of these 

many complaints, Apple has 

established a new service – 

regardless of your warranty, 

the company will repair the 

cracks on your precious laptop 

for free.   

 Apple tech support is highly popular among our 

school‘s staff as more and more teachers  are willing to pur-

chase and learn to use Mac Books for their classroom presenta-

tions. Many of them are highly satisfied with Apple staff, so if 

you have cracks in your Mac Book, as described in the article, 

do not hesitate to call them at 800-APL-CARE (800-275-

2273)! Be sure to ask for Doris while you‘re there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The month of May can 

be either very exhilarating or 

very stressful. For 145 Wilbur 

Cross students, it was little bit 

of both.   

 On May 4th, a group of 

AP Government and Politics 

students arrived early to school 

to take their exam. That day 

marked the start of the 2009 

Advanced Placement testing 

period. In a nearly two-week 

time frame, 272 tests were ad-

ministered to 145 students. 

Testing ended on May 14th. 

 Wilbur Cross has a 

60% passing rate – double the 

rate of the next highest scoring 

high school in New Haven. Ms. 

Powell, the school‘s AP coordi-

nator, said that ―our rate is un-

heard of in urban districts.‖ 

 Much of this success 

can be credited to the school 

district‘s willingness to cover 

the exam fees for students who 

do not meet fee reduction re-

quirements. In return, New Ha-

ven Public Schools require all 

AP students to take the exam in 

May in order to receive AP 

credit for the course. ―Other 

districts do not require every 

single student to take AP ex-

ams. Only students with good 

grades are invited to take ex-

ams,‖ Powell explains.        

 A score of 3 or higher 

on an exam can qualify for col-

lege credit.  

Cross Leads in AP Pass Rates  
BY JIAYI YING 

www.macflaws.com 

             www.ncbar.net   
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  FEATURES  
On Their Way   
Nefferterrie Keitazule  
BY OUMARU KAMARA  

Nefferterrie Keitazule transferred from Career High 

School to Wilbur Cross High School because of her child. 

Keitazule was born in New Haven, CT, and has never travelled 

out of state. She went to Ca-

reer, but transferred to Wilbur 

Cross during her senior year, 

so that her child could be 

placed in its daycare center 

during the day.  W h e n 

Keitazule found out about her 

pregnancy, she felt fear, disap-

pointment and regret. Though 

she loves her baby, she ad-

vices others not to make the 

same mistake she made. She 

continues to work hard on her 

studies because she doesn‘t 

want to be one of those 

women who drop out of 

school when they get pregnant. Keitazule said that she was 

pretty intimidated when she first came to Cross. ―My first day 

at Wilbur Cross High School was pretty chaotic! I was as-

tounded by so many people.‖ Even with a baby to take care of, 

Keitazule stays determined to focus on her studies, ―I consider 

myself a motivated student, I hope to be successful. Advice that 

I would give underclassmen would be come to school every 

day, complete all assignments and be the best person you can 

be.‖ After graduation, Keitazule plans to move to Pennsylvania 

to attend college and obtain a nursing degree.  

Andrenika “Moochie” Fenner  
BY RACHEL MARKEY  

 

 The experiences that seniors have undertaken through-

out high school have not only prepared them for future steps in 

their academic careers, but have also provided them with skills 

and knowledge that will be useful for living a successful life. 

Andrenika ―Moochie‖ Fenner, a graduating senior, has high 

expectations for herself, as well as wise words for underclass-

men.  If there is one thing Fenner wants to make clear, it is 

the importance of focusing.  ―Stay focused, don‘t worry about 

anything else that‘s going on, just focus,‖ she repeats.   

 While a common assumption at Cross is that freshman 

and sophomore years do not matter, and that junior and senior 

years are the most important, Fenner points out its falsity. She 

advises future students to focus on their studies throughout high 

school in order to keep from making the same mistake she 

made. ―It took me until senior year to realize I needed to gradu-

ate,‖ she said sadly. ―When you get that transcript, and it‘s not 

what you wanted, you really feel like you should have tried 

harder. If I came to school more often, everything would be 

where I wanted it to be. Skipping school really took a toll on 

my school and home life,‖ Fenner 

continues, advising others not to 

follow her path.   

 Fenner also believes that 

it‘s important to be active in 

school. As a member of the basket-

ball and volleyball team, she dis-

courages the belief that all clubs 

and after school activities are bor-

ing or nerdy, pointing out the fact 

that ―when you join clubs, you get 

better connections with people. In 

clubs you meet … people you‘d 

never think you‘d be friends with 

… It‘s shocking really.‖  
 Excited for the school year to be over and graduation 

to be arrive, Fenner plans to pursue her dream of becoming a 

plastic surgeon. She understands the importance of school and 

hopes to help underclassmen realize it too. To underclassmen 

plagued by self-doubt, Fenner rhetorically asks, ―school may 

not be your thing, but then again, what can you do without it?‖  

 

Naisha Velez  
BY LISSETTE BAEZ 

It was wonderful to interview Naisha. She is my half 

sister and I must say that it was pleasant to get to know her 

more. I asked her a few questions and this is what she had to 

say:  

 ―It feels great to be a senior; I've been waiting for this 

moment my whole life. My senior goals were to graduate with 

honors and get into a university. Some of my goals did change 

[throughout the years] because life isn't perfect.   

 My family all went 

and graduated from high 

school but I will be the first to 

be accepted by a university. 

The hardest struggle for me 

was to stay focused in all my 

classes. My best senior year 

memory was finding out about 

which college I would be 

spending my future at. I would 

like to go to Southern. I‘m 

planning on getting a masters 

in social work. My saddest 

memory would have to be 

leaving the Cross community. 

I'm going to miss all the teach-

ers that helped me get to 

where I am now. I'm proud to say that I was a good student and 

never got in trouble. A message to all future seniors: do not skip 

because it will hurt your GPA. Do not  let people influence you 

into doing something you don't want to do.‖ 
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Senior Interviews 
BY BRITTANY GALARZA 

How did your goals change? 

Lapria Morson: I wanted to do sports this year, but 

with honors classes, it was too much.  

Sara Rivera: I got pregnant and didn‘t know if I was 

going to finish high school.  

Sheniece O’Neal: I wanted to be an all-A student, but 

that changed. 

Carlos Cruz: I was trying to focus and avoid girls, but 

it didn‘t work. 

Ernesto Otero: My goals have been reached and I feel 

like a better person. 

 

Why didn’t you drop out? 
Sheniece: I wanted to continue my education and bet-

ter myself. 

Ernesto: I have to support my family and daughter. 

Lapria: I didn‘t want to fit the stereotype of dropping 

out just because I came to Cross. 

Sara: I want to better my life and my baby‘s life. 

Carlos: I want to have a career. 

 

What was challenging for you? 
Ernesto: Working and coming to school. 

Carlos: Peer pressure and girls. 

Sara: Being pregnant and coming to school. 

Lapria: Peer pressure to skip school or class. Boys are 

also distracting. 

Sheniece: Being a DCF child, being transferred from 

school to school – it was hard. 

 

How does it feel to graduate? 
Carlos: I‘m happy and sad. 

Sheniece: It feels like an accomplishment. 

Ernesto: I‘m happy I‘m going to graduate and be the 

first in my family to do so. 

Sara: I‘m happy - I didn‘t think I was going to make it 

since I‘m pregnant, but I‘m happy. 

Lapria: I‘m happy and sad. I‘m happy high school is 

over and I get to move on, but I‘m sad – I‘m going to 

miss it and my life independently is about to begin.  

What are your plans after high school? 
Lapria: I‘m going to college at Johnson C. Smith Uni-

versity at Charlotte, NC. 

 

Yesenia Avellanet 
BY CHRISTINA LEITE (Photo 

unavailable at press time.) 

Yesenia Avellanet, 19, has enjoyed 

being a student at Wilbur Cross. 

Although she can‘t wait for school 

to finish, she knows that she will 

miss the past four years that are 

said to be ―the best of your life.‖ 

What  did you like about high 

      

school?  

Yesenia: My favorite thing about high school was the chal-

lenge. Everyone always told me that I would never make it or 

amount to anything. These years were filled with struggles but 

they made me get this far—without the struggles, there is no 

push. The haters don‘t phase me, they make me want to do bet-

ter. They make me who I am. So, thank you! Proving to every-

one that I can do it makes me so proud. 

What were some of your obstacles?  
Yesenia: Which obstacles? Which ones didn‘t I face? I think 

I‘ve been through everything you can name. That‘s high school 

for you. I would have to say that staying focused was the hard-

est one yet. Sad to say, I even considered dropping out. It gets 

hard to stay focused when you have so much on your mind. My 

grades dropped and my relationships with my family and 

friends faded. Peer pressure hit me bad; but most of the time I 

stayed above the influence.  

What are your plans for next year?  

Yesenia: After high school I plan on going to. I am going to try 

my best. You only have one chance to make a good future. I 

want to get a job over the summer to save money.  

Is there anybody important who you would like to thank?  

Yesenia: The people that I would love to thank are my sisters. 

(She gets a little emotional.) They have never left my side and 

have stood by every decision I‘ve made. 

What’s your advice for underclassmen?  

Yesenia: For those incoming freshmen: you think you have 

friends but you don‘t. These people don‘t care about you as 

much as they say they do. The people that try to bring you 

down, you don‘t need them. What are they doing for you, ex-

cept causing you drama? Move past it. The teachers are only 

looking for your best interest – remember that, even if it doesn‘t 

seem so at times. Popularity? Don‘t make me laugh. Most of 

the kids that are ―popular‖ won‘t be so ―cool‖ in the future, 

when they‘re working at McDonalds, taking your order. Lastly, 

be kind to everyone. You never know when the day will come 

when you will need the people that you hurt. Keep that in mind. 
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 Reflections About Whalley Ave. Jail

    
 On April 15, 2009, students from a civics class visited 

the Whalley Avenue Community Correctional Facility, better 

known as jail. Here are some 

students‘ reflections:  

 Going to jail changed 

me because I used to be chil-

lin‘ outside on Whalley, want-

ing to hang with the cool peo-

ple. Well, that‘s what I thought 

they were. After talking to the 

inmates, I realized that  may 

not be the case. Their friends 

turned on them and now 

they‘re sitting in jail alone 

while their friends are out 

there running around free. I 

know jail isn‘t for me. The inmates are locked up for 23 hours 

with no free time at all. I would go crazy if I were them. Get-

ting paid a dollar a day is nothing at all! I get paid eight dollars 

an hour now and I still feel like that that‘s not enough money. 

When they put us in the cell and turned the lights off, I really 

wasn‘t scared; I was just nervous because I didn‘t want to touch 

anything because of the bad smell.   

-Shanece Joiner 

 Dear inmates, 

 I didn‘t speak much to you guys because if I did, I 

would have cried. There were a lot of moments when I almost 

did. Tommy, you should always notice and respect your sur-

roundings, no matter what you‘re doing. I hope you manage to 

do so when you leave. I carry a lot of weight on my shoulders 

to say I‘m 17 years old, but I‘m not going to let that stop me 

from doing what I have to do. Anthony, I hope you stay with 

God, because He‘ll always have your back. Jovan, I really don‘t 

know you but I hope that when you leave, you leave with com-

monsense. (Inmates‘ names have been changed.)  

-Jessica McFadden  

The trip to jail taught me a lot. Prisoners have very 

little freedom. They are all forced to dress the same. The ex-

pressions I saw were both good and bad. Some of the men were 

angry that they were there. I felt bad because I didn‘t want them 

to feel like they were science experiments that we were observ-

ing. When we were there, I barely touched the doors because I 

wasn‘t if it was clean or not. The smell in most of the cells 

made my stomach turn. The only place that didn‘t smell bad 

was the room where the inmates first came in to be searched 

and were given their jail clothes. I heard men hollering, cussing, 

and laughing. I would never want to be in jail. The craziest part 

of my experience was being locked in the cell. When I saw 

what was in there – a little toilet, a barely-there mirror, a few 

little beds and a TV – I almost cried. The window was horrible, 

you could barely see out of it. The only other window was on 

the cell door – a small rectangle with a little hole in the mid-

dle. I felt like I was nobody.      

-Michelle Valentin  

 

When you are in jail, you lose everything you have; 

you lose your family, your children, your wife, your friends. 

Protect yourself from the bad people, because they might end 

up betraying you.   
-FS  
 
 It was an amazing and unexpected experience to wit-

ness the struggle that inmates have to go through every day. I 

was not expecting their beds to be so small; I don‘t think I 

would be able to survive in that type of environment. 
-Emanuel Vasquez  

 

 I thought going to jail would be bad. Going there, I 

saw how things are run and it made me realize that jail isn‘t a 

place where I want to be, especially when I can be on the out-

side doing the right thing with the freedom I have. I also 

learned that running on the streets doesn‘t do anything for 

you; it can only get you in trouble. 

-Anonymous  

 
As we walked through where the inmates sleep, I 

heard a lot of them talking junk, but I think they were just 

doing that to scare us. I felt lonely when we were put into our 

own cell, since I didn‘t have anyone to talk to or have fun 

with. Maybe that‘s because jail isn‘t supposed to be fun. 
-JL 

 

Fresh Perspectives on Cross  

BY LEA WINTER  

 

 Worthington Hooker, St. Aedans, Foote, East Rock, 

Ezra – these are just some of the New Haven area middle 

schools that feed into Wilbur Cross. Most of us came as fresh-

men to Cross, having at least a friend or two who came with 

us and helped ease our transition to a cacophonous building 

with a large student population. A small group of Cross stu-

dents transferred to our school as sophomores or juniors. 

Some are from other New Haven schools, others are from 

across the country or even across the ocean. How do these 

students fare?  

 Recent graduates have proved that transferring does 

not have to put one at an academic disadvantage. Two stu-

dents from last year‘s graduating class transferred from New 

Haven Academy in their junior year and just completed their 

freshman year at Ivy League colleges: Annie Bass, who at-

tends Cornell, and Torrese Ouellette, who is at Dartmouth.

 The plethora of extra-curricular activities available at 

Cross help new students integrate into the school, and some 

newcomers have blazed fresh trails. Marli Puryear, a junior 

who transferred from a high school in North Carolina, jumped 

into the Grease techie team and became the only girl on the 
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boys‘ lacrosse team.     

 Vladimir Kirimov, a transfer from our neighbor 

Hamden High, has taken advantage of the university program 

and Wilbur Cross‘s Advanced Placement offerings.  

 Meredith Brown, a transfer student from Austria who 

speaks several languages (among them German, French, and 

Spanish) is spending a semester at Cross while taking care of a 

local family‘s children as an au pair.  Not surprisingly, Brown 

medaled second place in the COLT Poetry Contest.  

  Tianyi Zhou, a sophomore from California‘s East Bay 

area, feels that schools in the East Coast are ―really different‖ 

compared to the ones in the West Coast. ―The West,‖ she says, 

―is more free and relaxed, and here it‘s more like a class and 

learning. Here we have lectures, but in the West what I had was 

basically PowerPoint. The teacher didn‘t actually talk too 

much, but will answer questions.‖ Zhou admits to being a little 

confused in the beginning, but she quickly made friends and 

feels that if she has a problem, ―there‘s someone I know who 

can help me.‖ It did not take her long to zero in on a few less-

than-endearing aspects of our otherwise wonderful school: ―The 

bathroom‘s sometimes a mess. Too many people – especially 

the lunch line – where everyone‘s cutting.‖ Zhou does have 

praise for Wilbur Cross‘s teachers and the free amenities pro-

vided by the New Haven School District and the State of Con-

necticut.  

 Another transfer student, Danae Morgan, has no com-

plaints about the Wilbur Cross faculty. She would, however, 

like to see the overall level of the school raised, pointing out 

that ―we have to realize that [being better than other schools in 

New Haven] doesn‘t really mean anything. Consider comparing 

Cross to all the schools in Connecticut and you'll see that we 

are way at the bottom of the list with lowest test scores and 

highest drop-out rates. We need to broaden our scope and look 

at the schools at the top of the list and follow what they are do-

ing so people won‘t say, as a friend of mine did, ‗Hartford 

schools are bad, but New Haven schools are very, very bad‘"

 For the most part, the transfer students fit in well here. 

Their relatively easy transitions point to a friendly and tolerant 

atmosphere created by Wilbur Cross‘s students and faculty. 

Being aware of the challenges transfer students face can help us 

make their paths a little easier, and the new students‘ vantage 

point of having experienced multiple high schools can teach us 

about things we can improve together. 

 

La Ceremonia de Naturalizacion  

La noche del 7 de mayo estuve hablando con mis pa-

dres y contándoles qué yo pensaba e iba ver cuando llegara a la 

corte federal con mis compañeros y maestros. Yo pensaba que 

iba a ver persona detenidas y muchos policías alrededor del 

edificio.  

 Mi madre me dice ―Beba vete a dormir y deja que 

llegue el día y vívelo al máximo, que oportunidades así se dan 

una sola vez en la vida.  

 8 de mayo, por fin llegó el día y yo sentía mariposas 

en el estómago. El primer periodo de clases (italiano) se me 

hizo eterno, yo no veía la hora de salir de esa clase hasta que 

por fín sueña el tim-

bre. Mis amigos esta-

ban tomando fotos, 

estábamos todos bien 

entusiasmados de que 

llegará a la guagua 

publica.  

 En la corte, 

cuando entramos era 

como llegar a la es-

cuela, tuvimos que 

pasar por el detector de metales y no había policías y mucho 

menos detenidos, eso fue bien raro.  

 Al entrar a la sala nos trataron como personas impor-

  

History Department Celebrates Memorial and Public Safety Day 
COURTESY OF MR. STEELE 

Warrant Officer Michael Vollero, a com-

pany safety officer and pilot in the G/126 

Regiment of the Connecticut Army Na-

tional guard, was the officer in charge of 

the Wilbur Cross High School History 

Department‘s 31st Annual Memorial Day / 

Public Safety Day celebration on Tuesday, 

May 26, 2009. Mr. Vollero is a physical 

education teacher in the New Haven Pub-

lic School system. 

 Each branch of the United States 

Armed Forces and the New Haven Police 

Department took part in the honor guard. 

The program included  

brief but solemn remarks by Warrant Offi-

cer Vollero, who saluted the men and 

women of America‘s armed forces. Two 

students, freshmen Kyle Donahue and 

Michael Bunnell, laid a wreath at the 

school‘s flagpole and presented each ser-

vice with a patriotic bouquet of flowers. 

  The event coordinator,  

Joseph Steele, a history teacher at the 

school, was given the United States Air 

Force Air Education 2008-2009 Out 

standing Teacher of the Year Award. The 

award was presented by Staff Sergeant 

David Albanese U.S.A.F.  

 Special guests included Staff 

Sergeant Norberto Morales U.S.A., Ser-

geant Schepeler U.S.M.C., Staff Sergeant 

David Albanese U.S.A.F., Sergeant Mi-

chael McKinney Connecticut Army Na-

tional Guard, a unit of the United States 

Naval Sea Cadet Corps and Officer Ralph 

Consiglio of the New Haven Police De-

partment. 
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 tantes, incluso esperaron, a que llegáramos para comenzar con 

la ceremonia. El entusiasmo y felicidad se podía ver a traves de 

los ojos de cada persona. El Juez nos presentó y nos dio la bien-

venida ante todos. ¡Comenzó la Ceremonia!   

 Cuando comenzó la ceremonia todos estaban bien cal-

lados menos el juez y un 

bebé que estaba llorando.  

La madre del niño lo iba 

a llevar afuera pero el 

juez la detuvo y le dijo, 

―El no tiene que salir de 

esta sala, recuerda la 

primera enmienda la cual 

dice que todos tenemos 

derecho a expresarnos.‖

 Al finalizar la 

ceremonia tuvimos la 

oportunidad de entrevis-

tar a algunas de las per-

sonas que fueron natu-

ralizados por Peter 

Dorsoney el Juez de la corte federal.  

 Vinicius llegó a los Estados Unidos en 1987.  El es de 

Brasil, su madre fue naturalizada en noviembre del 2009.  Sus 

sueños y deseos son ser feliz y tener una vida feliz,  Se sentía 

feliz porque ahora puede votar y eso es algo que no podía hacer 

antes.  Se siente una nueva persona y con más privilegios.  Lo 

más difícil para él fue estudiar para el examen.  Eran 100 

preguntas y solo podía fallar 10 de ellas.  

 Después de las entrevistas pasamos a la oficina del 

Juez y ahí estuvimos por un rato, luego nos fuimos a comer y 

estuvimos caminando un rato hasta llegar al lugar.  Cuando 

llegamos eso estuvo bien divertido.  Todos tuvimos la oportuni-

dad de compartir con los demas fuera de la escuela y pasarlo 

bien por una rato.  Compartimos un Sunday entre 4 personas y 

estuvo bien rico y divertido.  

 Después de todo nos regresamos a la escuela cami-

nando, lo cual fue más divertido por que pude pasarla bien con 

todos y en especial con mis mejor amiga, la cual nos acompañó 

en ese también.   

 Al llegar a la escuela todavía faltaban unos minutos, el 

maestro decidió ir al parque y tuvimos la oportunidad de ver al 

maestro deslizarse por la chorrera, eso fue bien chistoso. 

 ¡Lo bueno de esta excursión fue que la pasamos bien 

hasta el último minuto!  

 Si tienen la oportunidad de hacerlo háganlo, la van a 

pasar muy bien.  

-Brasleen Echevarria  

 

 Había un bebé llorando y su madre lo iba a llevar 

afuera ,  pero el juez le dijo ―no lo saque por que la primera 

enmienda dice que todo el mundo tiene libertad de expression.‖ 

La verdad que me hizo sentir bien porque nunca imagine que un 

juez  iba a hablar de esa manera. Otra cosa que me impresionó 

fue que nos permitieron hacerle preguntas a las personas y la 

que me tocó a mí fue de Portugal. Tenía el mismo nombre que 

yo, María Concepcion, pero se había cambiado el apellido por 

que se casó y su apellido ahora es Ramos. Le pregunté como se 

sentía y me respondió, ―estoy bien feliz de tener mi ciudadanía 

por que llevo 25 años aquí y ésta era la tercera vez que appli-

qué, y por fin me la dieron‖. Y yo le dije, ― lo importante es que 

tiene su ciu-

dadania.‖ Tam-

bién cuando 

fuímos a hablar 

con el  juez, en 

s u  o f i c i n a 

habian muchos 

librosy toditos 

eran iguales, 

pero decían 

cosas diferentes. 

Trataban sobre 

las decisiones 

que ellos tienen 

que tomar para 

un caso. Lo cual 

me enseñó que si queremos incrementar nuestros conocimien-

tos, la mejor forma es leyendo. Aprendí algo bien importante: 

que no importa de donde vengas, ni mucho menos tu nivel 

económico, tienes los mismos derechos que cualquier otra per-

sona. 

-Maria Concepcion 

Cuando llegué a la escuela quería que el bus llegara 

para irme para la corte. Cuando yo me subí al bus yo pensaba 

que la corte estaba bien lejos, pero después me dí cuenta que 

era aquí en ―downtown.‖  Cuando yo entré a la corte tan grande 

y linda, sobre todo me pareció muy importante para mí y mi 

compañero. Una mujer nos dijo que nos puseramos de pie para 

darle la bienvenida al juez. Yo me sentí tan bien porque yo 

nunca había estado en una corte y en vivo. Después el juez 

habló y empezó a dar la ciudadanía a cada una de las personas 

que estaban allí. Luego una per-

sona se tomó una foto con el 

juez para tenerla de recuerdo. 

Después el maestro nos llamó a 

cada uno de mis compañeros 

para hacerle preguntas a la per-

sona.  Nos tiramos muchas fotos 

de recuerdo en la sala privada 

del juez. Le hicimos varias 

preguntas y el juez era bien di-

vertido y amable con cada uno 

de nosotros lo que mas me gusto 

fue cuando yo personalmente le 

hice una pregunta al juez para 

mi fue un sueño, la verdad que sí, fue como un sueño. Después 

nos llevaron a conocer la corte. Es muy grande y sobre de todo 

muy linda. Cuando llegó la hora de irnos me puse bien triste 

porque quería quedarme mas tiempo.   

 

-Maireny Jose          
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Artistic Seniors  
BY FAITH KIM 

If you look around the hallways of Cross, you will find 

that there is artwork everywhere, brightening up the school. 

Looking past the tainted walls and seeing the hard work of our 

fellow students is surprisingly soothing. Among the artists of 

our school, seniors Frankniell Concepcion and Azucena Villa 

play important roles: Conception designed the theme for the 

2009 prom and Villa designed the 

cover of the ―Writer‘s Response 

Logs‖ that we all take for granted. 

Together, they designed the cover 

illustration for this year‘s year-

book.   

 Art has always been a 

part of Concepcion‘s life. His 

mother recognized his talents 

early and enrolled him in one of 

the best art schools in his home-

land of the Dominican Republic. 

It was there that he spent most of 

his time learning the basics that 

led him to where he is today. He 

uses his artistic talents to help out 

his mother by designing her busi-

ness cards, and by selling his de-

signs to companies. Though Con-

cepcion is a well-known artist in 

the school, he does appreciate it when others spend a few min-

utes looking at his work, ―I do get discouraged when my hard 

work, displayed in the hallways, goes unnoticed,‖ he says. Con-

cepcion plans to attend Paier College of Art where he will start 

with graphic design and illustrative art which will help him 

pursue his dream of becoming an architect. He was recently 

awarded ―An Artistic Discovery‖ prize in the Congressional Art 

Competition for High School Students.  

 Unlike Concepcion, who was surrounded by art all his 

life, Villa only started graphic design in her junior year. She is 

living proof that learning 

for long periods of time 

does not apply to art. 

However, she is disap-

pointed that she was ex-

posed to graphic design 

in high school; this is 

what she planned to pur-

sue in college. Villa 

holds an important phi-

losophy, ―I don‘t need 

anybody to know what I 

did, as long as I know 

what I did,‖ she says. 

But she holds the same 

sentiments as Conception 

when addressing the is-

sue of vandalism, ―there 

must be respect for each 

other‘s work. It just isn‘t a good feeling.‖   

 Next time you walk the hallways, remember that it 

can‘t hurt to take a look at the hard work of our peers.  

 
  

 Matt Wiener, a Cross 

graduate from the Class of ‘04, 

is back in the building as an 

intern. Wiener is a proud prod-

uct of the New Haven Public 

Schools, having gone to Conte 

West Hills (better known as 

West Hills during his time) for 

middle school and Cross for 

high school. He went to UConn 

for college and is currently at 

UNH for his Master‘s degree, 

while also juggling an intern-

ship at Cross.   

 It was only five years 

ago that Wiener graduated, but 

his perspectives on student life 

has been completely changed. 

―I used to be just like any other 

student,‖ he says about his high 

school days, ―I talked, I yelled, 

I was falling asleep.‖ But as 

more of an authority figure 

now, ―I tell the students to be 

quiet,‖ in hopes of creating a 

safe and structural classroom 

environment. Unfortunately, 

Wiener acknowledges that that 

is a hard goal to accomplish, 

since many students choose to 

rebel instead.  As far as 

Cross goes, Wiener says that 

the school has mostly changed 

for the better. ―The library and 

cafeteria are much better,‖ he 

says. The air in the building is 

also better, he comments, re-

calling a memory of teachers 

wearing masks to demonstrate 

their dissatisfaction with the 

school‘s air quality. Though 

things have changed, some 

remain the same; the school 

still offers many luxuries to 

students, including SAT fee 

waivers, AP fee waivers, col-

lege application fee waivers 

and summer opportunities.  

 Wiener‘s return has 

been greatly appreciated by 

students — it‘s good to have 

somebody who has gone 

through the same experiences 

back at the school as a mentor.  

Back at Cross 
BY JANET YI, JIAYI YING REPORTING BY EDGAR PLIASKIS, NOOR AL-SAMARRAI 

      ARTS 
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They Call Him Drizzy 
BY JEROME RICHARDSON 

You might have heard his songs on the radio. You 

might have been introduced to his music by a friend. No 

matter how you found him, chances are that you fell in love 

with his work, went home and downloaded his songs from 

the Internet. After all, his ―Best I Ever Had‖ is right on the 

Hip Hop/R&B Billboard. 

Who is this musician that 

many seem to be fond of? 

He goes by the name 

Drake, but many call him 

Drizzy.  

 The former actor 

has recently been put into 

the spotlight, not for re-

membering his lines, but 

for rapping his lyrics. 

Many think that this rap-

per is experiencing an 

overnight success, but 

Drake has actually been 

around for about three 

years. He has dropped two 

albums – ―Heartbreak‖ 

and ―Comeback Season‖ 

— and most of his songs 

can be found on his mixed 

tape, ―So Far Gone.‖ And 

that‘s not all. He‘ll soon 

come out with an official studio 

album entitled ―Thank Me Later.‖   

Drake has not yet been signed onto a label, but 

Drake, aka Drizzy, will surely be an artist to look out for.

 www.rappavelli.com 

Scarface  
BY JONATHAN ROSOFSKY 

Tony Montana (Al 

Pacino) is not the nicest person 

in the world. He‘s a liar, a drug 

dealer and a murderer, among 

other things. In fact, those are 

the reasons why Montana is 

able to emigrate to the U.S. in 

the first place. Had it not been 

for his habitual lying, his aspi-

rations of dealing drugs, and 

his disregard for human life, he 

would have never been granted 

the opportunity to go to Miami, 

Florida.  

 Taking place in the 

80‘s, the movie centers around 

Tony Montana, who comes to 

the shores of Miami, Florida 

and becomes not much more 

than a dishwasher. Montana, 

however, has tremendous aspi-

rations. He wants wealth and 

power — things that are unat-

tainable for someone who 

washes dishes for a living. 

 Thus, Tony Montana 

gets himself involved in Mi-

ami‘s illegal drug trade, with 

the hopes of fulfilling his aspi-

rations. But oddly enough, 

Montana never seems to be 

happy. It doesn‘t matter how 

much money he makes or how 

many luxuries he can buy, a 

sense of complete indifference 

and boredom is always plagu-

ing him. It only gets worse as 

he becomes more and more 

addicted to the product he is 

selling — that product being 

cocaine.   

 And that‘s why 

Scarface has become as 

popular as it is today. Those 

who enjoy Scarface don‘t 

enjoy it quantitatively, 

rather, they enjoy it qualita-

tively. It is not what Scar-

face is about that is so spe-

cial (although, the setting of 

the film does add for some 

exciting scenes), it is that 

inability for Montana to be 

satisfied with himself that 

makes the movie special, be-

cause it is so relatable.  

Murals   
BY JIAYI YING PHOTO BY MICHAEL SOUKKHOUMALAY 

It hits you in the face the moment you walk into the 

school: the large pagoda used for last year‘s Coronation Ball is still 

residing in the foyer. It‘s hard to miss, as everybody has to pass that 

area at some point in the day or another, but many are unaware of 

the other pieces of artwork that are also brightening up the school—

namely, the murals in the atrium near the band rooms.  

 Last year, Ms. Cofrancesco – better known by many as 

Ms. C. – applied for a mini-grant with hopes of ―beautifying the 

school.‖ The city ap-

proved her application 

and granted her $1500. 

With a group of stu-

dents, Cofrancesco used 

the money to create 

murals that ―represented 

school life.‖ The inspi-

ration for the murals 

came from a previous 

honor that the school 

received. ―We found 

this old award from 20 

years ago, and it had 

drawings in silhouette form on it, so we decided to put it on the 

board,‖ Cofrancesco explains. After months of hard work, the mu-

rals were finally finished around April. The impressive results are 

now on permanent display in the foyer.  

 Next up for Ms. C is finishing up the decorations for next 

year‘s Mardi Gras-themed Coronation Ball. She has also applied for 

another mini-grant with the proposal to open a permanent art gal-

lery in the school. ―We‘re often the forgotten department,‖ 

Cofrancesco says, ―but we do a lot of work.‖    

www.imdb.com  
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Policeman Frank 

Serpico (Al Pacino) is 

frowned upon because of his 

righteousness and pride for his 

work. When trying to catch 

criminals, Serpico does his 

best not to come off as brutal 

and vicious, and when offered 

bribes from drug dealing and 

gambling organizations he 

refuses.   

 The same cannot be 

said for Serpico‘s peers. 

 And this is what ulti-

mately fuels the hatred toward 

him. His desire to be virtuous 

and to do good drives Ser-

pico‘s attempt to end the cor-

ruption within the NYPD, and 

leads the corrupt NYPD offi-

cers to try ending him. 

 Serpico is odd in the 

sense that there are not many 

movies dealing with a cop 

fighting corruption within the 

very police department of 

which he is a member. This 

unique take produces an inter-

esting dynamic—Serpico re-

ceives no trust and respect for 

his crusades from his peers, 

which ultimately puts his life 

in risk. However, because 

Serpico views justice as his 

primary concern, safety be-

comes a mere afterthought. 

 While viewers can 

definitely criticize Serpico for 

being too idealistic, the movie 

does a good job of  balancing 

his character, portraying him 

as honorable (while not an-

noyingly so). He comes off as 

a  noble man who, although he 

may appear mad at times, is 

genuinely good.  

Serpico  
BY JON ROSOFSKY  

Lefty (Al Pacino) is 

aging, and he‘s going nowhere 

in life. His son is a drug ad-

dict, he is inept when it comes 

to making money, he has can-

cer, and it looks like he will 

never get promoted.  There 

isn‘t much for Lefty to be 

jumping for joy about in his 

life—that is, until he meets 

Donnie Brasco (Johnny 

Depp), a nice young man in 

whom he sees the potential to 

be his apprentice an opportu-

nity to be his mentor, and a 

bond begins to develop be-

tween the two thereafter.  Oh 

wait--one more thing.  Lefty is 

in the mafia 

Oh yeah, and Donnie 

is an undercover FBI agent 

whose real name is Joe Pis-

tone, and he‘s not without his 

own hardships.  He is married 

with kids whom he barely gets 

to see because of his job—a 

job that he cannot even ex-

plain to them. He becomes so 

estranged from his family that 

at one point his wife tells him, 

―I feel like I‘m divorced‖.  

   

 What Lefty sees in 

Donnie is a chance to make 

his mark; he realizes that he 

can help Donnie become a 

―made man‖. And that is ulti-

mately what causes Lefty‘s 

downfall. Lefty nearly discov-

ers Brasco‘s true identity, but 

is so blinded by their friend-

ship that he does not pursue 

his suspicions. 

 Donnie Brasco adds 

a new element to the Mafioso 

genre: the teacher-student 

relationship. It is because of 

Brasco and Lefty‘s close bond 

(and the story‘s basis in truth) 

that the film is so personal, 

and that it continues to appeal 

to our common humanity.  

Donnie Brasco 
BY JON ROSOFSKY 
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Tank Tops Could Be Bad for You  
BY JANET YI 

We all want to look ―hot‖ when it‘s hot. Often girls will 

comment on how hot the others‘ tank tops are.  There‘s that se-

ductively thin strap that reveals the shoulders and arms (and often 

cute designs).  Feeling cool and looking hot is one thing, but ac-

tual health status is another.   

 We associate the summer season with heat yet most 

buildings have air con-

ditioning in them. This 

makes the temperature 

variation between the 

inside and outside very 

dramatic – often a 30 

degree difference. The 

body‘s sudden expo-

sure to cold air, espe-

cially after sweating, 

can cause a cold. With 

a tank top, a great por-

tion of the body is ex-

posed to this sudden temperature change. Often, tank tops are 

simply too cold to be worn in a 60-degree air conditioned build-

ing. The exposure of the elbows, shoulders, (and other joints of 

the body) can lead to arthritis. So unless you wish to carry a 

sweatshirt everywhere you go in the hot summer when wearing a 

tank, it might just be easier to limit the days wearing tank tops.  

 This hot weather combined with the ―hot‖ tank tops can 

also cause severe sunburns. People generally don‘t wish to carry 

that much stuff around in the hot weather. Sunscreen is also often 

forgotten. Revealing skin in the hot sun without sunscreen can 

cause unwanted sunburns; increased exposure can often lead to 

sunburns that can cause skin damage and skin cancer.  

 Here‘s a last stretch— how much attention do you think 

that new halter top is going to attract from guys?  Skin-revealing 

clothes are a quiet way of flirting and communicating between 

the two sexes.  If you really want to focus on that in-class final 

exam you have to take, you might want to dress so that you 

don‘t feel too self-conscious.  The last thing you want to write 

is ―_____ is soooo cute! I think he might be looking at me!!! 

OMG!‖ all over your paper. You also risk teachers giving you 

weird looks because you‘re trying to fix that tank top so that 

your cleavage is strategically displayed.  

 Otherwise, tank tops are popular garments that are 

more madly sought by girls than those diamond rings. But 

daily wear of tank tops can cause health risks and mental dis-

tractions. 

SCC Oronoque Divisional Champi-
onship 
BY CATALINA BRENNAN. PHOTOS BY FAITH KIM, 

JERMAINE BROOKSHIRE 
  

The Wilbur Cross Outdoor Track Team competed 

against schools like Branford and Career for the SCC Orono-

que Divisional Championship. 

While the team did not walk away 

with the championship, there were 

many highlights during both the 

girls‘ and boys‘ meet.   

 Latrice Hampton placed 

first in the 300 meter hurdles. The 

4x400 relay team placed second 

with members Caddalina McCown, 

Kristin Perkins, Tiffany Good-

ridge, and Latrice Hampton. The 

4x800 relay also placed second 

with team members Raquel Stuart, Caddalina McCown, Cata-

lina Brennan, and Tiffany Goodridge. Kristen Perkins placed 

second and first in the high jump and triple jump respectively. 

Chantell Alford 

placed first in the 

discus and Shraya 

Manick won the shot 

put with a distance of 

37-11.  Now for the 

boys. Cas Loxsom 

won the 800 meter 

run and helped the 

4x800 snag a first 

place win with a time 

of 3:28.90. The relay 

team also had members Tre Anderson, Omar Whittington and 

Tyshan Smith. Shaquele Marshal placed first in the boys‘ dis-

cus throw with a whopping 132-03.50. Fellow teammate Angel 

Medina threw a 139-11 in jav. The Boys‘ Track team was able 

to place third at the SCC due to everyone‘s hard work. Con-

grats to all. 

ADVICE, ETC. 

WORD ·of ·the· ISCH·UE 
BY NOOR AL-SAMARRAI

 SPORTS 

  

 

 

what·ev·ur (slang) 

While some may argue that the usage of this () is this generation‘s 

version of the rebel‘s dismissive expletive, we at The Proclama-

tion would beg to differ. We choose to side with writer and hu-

morist Chris Buckley, who appreciates the sophistication of this 

generation‘s verbiage. He recognizes that ―there is no proposition, 

dogma, asseveration, boast or claim that can‘t be stopped dead in 

its tracks‖ by the existential wit of our generation. So now, it‘s 

time to roll our eyes and say, ―whatever.‖    
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When a coaching 

change happens, a team usually 

encounters some bumps in 

their season, and for the Wilbur 

Cross baseball team it was no 

different. Still, Coach Jeff Far-

rell remained positive follow-

ing a 2-16 season, pointing out 

that it was still a work in pro-

gress and that it was a young 

team. ―We saw lots of pro-

gress.‖   

 One standout was 

senior pitcher Jose Acosta, who 

Farrell says ―we‘ll miss a lot.‖ 

He also mentioned Shaddiem 

Parilla, a catcher who ―really 

improved a lot.‖ Improvement 

was a theme for this year‘s 

team; the second half of the 

season brought impressive 

wins over East Haven and Hill-

house, plus a near upset against 

Branford. Asked about his 

thoughts on next season, Far-

rell added: ―From what was 

shown in the second half [of 

the season], I think we could be 

looking at a state tournament.‖ 

Before this can happen, 

though, Farrell emphasizes that 

the players ―have got to get 

more practice.‖ He says that 

there will be more off-season 

training in hopes that players 

will be in better shape when 

next season starts. We‘ll have 

to wait to see whether Cross 

baseball can turn itself around 

and be a force in high school 

baseball again. 

          Baseball 
       BY JOHN BRANCH 

 

Photo unavail-

able at press time 

Senior Athletes  
BY CATALINA BRENNAN 

The Class of ‘09 has brought forth many athletes whose legacies will live on after they‘re gone. Unfortunately, it‘s impossi-

ble to thank and recognize all the amazing athletes at Cross in just one newspaper issue. Here are some senior athletes who have put 

in a lot of sweat and hard work into their respective sports and have made outstanding accomplishments throughout their high school 

careers. Thank you for everything you‘ve done. 

Chantell “Chan” Alford 
Thanks for: Girls‘ Basketball 
Plans for Next Year: Play Division I Bas-

ketball for Boston University 
Highlight of Career: Scoring 1,000 points 

for Wilbur Cross 

Casimir “Cas” Loxsom 
Thanks for: Boys‘ Track and Field 
Plans for Next Year: Run for Penn 

State University 
Highlight of Career: ―During indoor 

season I broke the state and New Eng-

land record for the 600 at New Eng-

land‘s with a time of 1:18.73. The rea-

son I will always remember that is because after the race I 

talked on the phone with the runner who had previously held 

the record. He runs for Stamford and just finished with the 

Olympic trials. It was so cool to talk to him.‖ 

Omar “O-Mizzy” Whittington 
Thanks for: Football 
Plans for Next Year: Play football for 

UNH 
Highlight of Career: ―I think the thing I 

will always remember is scoring an 80 

Shraya Manick 
Thanks for: Girls‘ Track  
Plans for Next Year: Attend UNH 
Highlight of Career: ―Getting to meet all 

the people on the ream and becoming one 

big family.‖ 

Zachary “Zach” Kafoglis 
Thanks for: Boys‘ Soccer 
Plans for Next Year: Planning to Play Soccer 

for Yale 
Highlight of Career: ―Winning the divisional 

championship junior year.‖ 

Latrice “Trice” Hampton 
Thanks for: Volleyball 
Plans for Next Year: Attend St. John‘s 

University 
Highlight of Career: ―Seeing my girls go 

hard and trying their best while having fun.‖ 
  

Shanilya “Nilly” Bush 
Thanks for: Girls‘ Softball 
Plans for Next Year: Attend college, perhaps play 

basketball or softball. 
Highlight of Career: ―Hitting my first home run and 

being only one game away from the SCC tourna-

ment.‖ 

Sean “Cuffie” Cuffie 
Thanks for: Lacrosse 
Plans for Next Year: Attend Gateway 

Community College                                   
Highlight of Career: ―Meeting new peo-

ple, once you establish yourself you can 

make long-lasting relationships. Lacrosse 

is a great sport.‖               
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 With graduation just a couple of days away, it is inevitable to think about the past and the future. As the Sen-

ior Class of 2009 approach the beginning of their lives, we would like to take a look at photos from the past. This 

newspaper contains 28 numbered photographs of some of the Wilbur Cross staff. Guess who they are.   
 

Rules & Regulations  

Write your guesses on the tear-out sheet below. Match the numbers on the pic-
tures with the numbers below.  

Discuss and come to a consensus with your homeroom. 

Don’t get discouraged if you can’t guess all of them — we don’t expect any-
body to answer them all correctly. 

Drop off completed tear-out ballot to a special box in the Main Office before        
8:40 AM  on Friday, June 12, 2009. 

ONE ENTRY PER HOMEROOM. 

Results will be announced in the morning on Monday, June 15, 2009. 

Winning homeroom will get an award. 
 

 

Guess Who? Contest Answer Ballot 
 HOMEROOM__________________  HOMEROOM TEACHER_____________________ 

 NUMBER OF STUDENTS________ 

 

 1)__________________      8)__________________  15)__________________   22)_________________     

 2)__________________      9)__________________  16)__________________   23)_________________     

 3)__________________    10)__________________  17)__________________   24)_________________      

 4)__________________    11)__________________  18)__________________   25)_________________ 

 5)__________________    12)__________________  19)__________________   26)_________________ 

 6)__________________    13)__________________  20)__________________   27)_________________ 

 7)__________________    14)__________________  21)__________________   28)_________________ 

 __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

*Teachers, staff, Proclamation editors and staff, and journalism students, are pro-

hibited from participating and/or giving away any answers.* 

TEAR OFF HERE 


